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NOMINATION MEETING
Ah, Spring!  Sunshine, birdsong and election 
rumors are in the air.  We are holding a 
nomination meeting on April 12th to choose a 
candidate for Federal elections.  All members are 
welcome.   

Note: Only those with a current NDP 
membership are eligible to vote.  If you paid your 
dues for 2006 but have not yet paid your 2007 
dues, you can pay them at the door.  If you let 
your membership lapse in 2006, you are still 
welcome to the meeting and will be able to renew 
your membership there but will not be eligible to 
vote.

Interested in running for the nomination?  In 
the past, candidates could declare at the 
nomination meeting. But there is a new NDP rule 
that candidates have to declare a week before the 
nomination meeting.   If you are interested in 
running, please contact the candidate search 
committee by calling Gary Wilson at 544-0625.  
We currently have two declared candidates, 
whose candidate statements are later in this 
newsletter.

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
MAY 2ND

ONGWANADA RESOURCE CENTER
191 Portsmouth Avenue

Registration is at 6:30; meeting starts at 7
All members welcome

FEDERAL CANDIDATE NOMINATION 
MEETING

APRIL 12TH
WILSON ROOM, CENTRAL PUBLIC 

LIBRARY

Registration is at 6:30; meeting starts at 7
All members welcome

PROVINCIAL CANDIDATE SEARCH 
The Ontario election this fall is fast approaching, 
and the Candidate Search Committee is seeking 
candidates.  Please contact Gary Wilson at 544-
0625 if you are interested; or, if you have 
someone in mind who might make a good 
candidate.

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
We will be having our AGM on May 2nd at 
Ongwanada.  All members are welcome.  Please 
come out to elect a new riding executive.  
Registration is at 6:30 pm and the meeting begins 
at 7:00.



CANDIDATE STATEMENT - Renee Stephen

Hello fellow NDPers!

I am pleased to announce my potential candidacy for 
Kingston and the Islands NDP. I would like to 
represent Kingston's NDP in the next federal 
election, and I'd like your support at the NDP's 
upcoming nomination meeting on April 12. 

I'm putting my name forward today because, as a 
life-long NDPer, I don't like what I'm seeing in 
Federal politics right now. Something has to change. 
Progressive and environmental causes need a voice, 
and we need somebody who can step up and make 
government accountable for the economic and social 
progress of our country.

For many years, I have been working to popularize environmental, labour, and women's issues. I have 
been deeply involved in the local community press, and I have written about the Provincial Liberal 
government's shoddy record on labour relations, along with federal issues such as water preservation, 
online and digital rights, the arts, and the environment. I've spent the last three years working at Queen's 
University, helping students and the public learn about industrial environmental sustainability. As a 
result, I know what it takes to engage people's thinking, and can speak to these issues persuasively and 
in depth.

For most of my working career, I have been a staunch union member, and I am currently a proud member 
of CUPE 254. Our country has a lot to be proud of, but there is still much more to be done. Canada has 
the ability and resources to create jobs for workers that are sustainable, both economically and 
environmentally, and my experience as a union member has taught me that, when we act together, we 
have great strength. We must harness that strength.

Right now, Prime Minister Stephen Harper is trying to minimize the NDP's importance to Canadians. 
Don't believe him. Stephen Harper is scared of what the NDP stands for; he has called us a party for 
"fringe" voters. Does he mean hard-working men and women, students, and seniors? Does he mean those 
of us who want a strong health-care and education system, and who believe in a just society? Because 
those people are NDPers. We are only the "fringe" among Parliament Hill insiders, but it is time to claim 
our rightful place as leaders in Canada's government.

I want to help us to win this important fight. On April 12th, I ask you to give me the chance to 
represent Kingston and the Islands NDP as your candidate for Federal Member of Parliament. Thank 
you.

-Renee Stephen
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CANDIDATE STATEMENT - Stephen Weaver

Who Are We Canadians?

Canadians are hard-working, intelligent people. We are 
deeply caring people. But are we getting the results we want 
for ourselves, our families, neighbours, the suffering, and the 
world at large? Too often, the answer is ÒNoÓ.

For twenty years, the Liberal/Conservative mantra has been 
trade and prosperity. But are these the exclusive heart of 
our national existence? Are we right to sidetrack the many 
other issues central to our character as a cultured people? 

The 60,000 to 100,000 protesters at Quebec City 2001 
were right. The so-called free trade initiative of the 
Americas was going nowhere. Most of South AmericaÕs 
population now has governments wanting nothing to do 
with the social fragmentation and violence that stem from 
unrestrained trade policies.  Those allow freedom to 
corporate capital, but very little influence or democratic 
freedom to other interests or social movements.  ÒFree capitalÓ policies leave the poor, the environment, 
health, education, housing, cities and workers in second place, or out of the game altogether.

A small minority has greatly multiplied its wealth, while the vast majority of us has done little more than 
anxiously hold on, or, fallen painfully through the cracks of political disregard. IsnÕt this proof enough that 
the decades-long Òfree tradeÓ mantra has failed to strengthen the Canada we so dearly call home? We need to 
activate our communal resources with a respect for one another that shows new consensus, knowing that 
excessive policy leadership by a tiny business elite is never going to give us the country we want. And yet, 
our most senior federal cabinet ministers gather several times each year for private meetings with 30 
business-appointed representatives of the most powerful Canadian, Mexican, and American super-
corporations. This is the driving force behind a take-it-or-leave-it deal, which seems bound for presentation 
to Canadians as the (post-NAFTA) Security and Prosperity Partnership Agreement. It will be championed as 
another Òdo or dieÓ alternative, despite being formulated with no systematic public input apart from the 
interests of super-capital. New national policies on security and surveillance, safety standards, energy, water, 
military integration, social services and immigration could be legislated all at once.

Our man-damaged environment is literally killing us, while Liberals talk a big talk (but when in government, 
let it get a lot worse). Conservatives continue to say ÒLeave it to businessÓ, until the planet burns down. On 
other matters, family doctors, secure retirements, post-secondary education costs, decent affordable housing, 
and fair-paying jobs are beyond the reach of more and more Canadians. Yet successive federal governments 
continue as if on automatic pilot, assuming that all will be well if we just let  private interests do their thing. 
Canadians do not believe that. We want something better. We want more participation and influence for 
many.

Our weakened moral character barely kept us out of the unscrupulous and horrific invasion and occupation of 
Iraq. After five and a half years of post-Taliban Afghanistan, we are still fighting a war as if we will continue 
it until not a single Taliban walks the face of his own country. Is there not a simpler, less cruel, and more 
diplomatic way to prevent another 9/11, instead of the tragedies associated with permanent warfare? 

-Stephen Weaver
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PROVINCIAL NOMINATION MEETING  
We will be meeting to nominate a  candidate for 
the provincial elections on June 7th at the Wilson 
Room of the downtown Public Library branch.  
Again, registration at 6:30 pm, and the meeting 
begins at 7:00.

JOIN THE EXECUTIVE! 
If youÕd like to get more active in the riding and 
meet some great fellow activists, please come to 
the Annual General Meeting in May and stand 
for election to the executive.  Our riding is a 
combined federal-provincial riding, so one 
executive for both.  Here are the positions on the 
K&I NDP executive:

-Publicity 
-WomenÕs Issues  
Coordinator
-Social Convenor 
-Labour Liason 
-Election Readiness 
-Education
-Provincial Council 
delegates (3)
-Member-at-large (2)
-Federal Trustees (2)

-President 
-Vice-president 
-Secretary 
-Financial Agent 
(Federal) 
-Chief Financial Officer 
(Provincial) 
-Newsletter 
-Membership 
-Fund Raising 
-Youth Representative 
 
We are especially seeking volunteers for the 
following positions: Social Convener (responsible 
for supplying coffee, juice and snacks to riding 
meetings); Fundraising Chair; Women?s 
Representative; and a Federal Financial Agent 
(Treasurer).  Anyone interested in the position of 
Social Conventer, please call Dolores Priestman at 
634-0237; Federal Financial Agent, please call 
Richard Priestman at 634-0237; all other 
positions, please call Gary Wilson at 544-0625.

ONDP CONVENTION REPORTS
The Ontario NDP held its 2007 convention the 
weekend of January 26-28.  850 NDP supporters 
attended, including several from our own riding.  
The slogan was Fresh Ideas, New Energy, Get 
Orange.  And indeed there were many fresh ideas 

and tons of energy.  The convention challenged 
NDP members to work hard to win votes in the 
coming election.  Howard Hampton, Leader,  
Sandra Willard, President, Jack Layton, Federal 
Leader, and other speakers sparked enthusiasm 
and confidence for an NDP victory in October -  
all in all a very good kick-off to the election 
campaign.

Here are our membersÕ reports from the 
convention.

Executive report
The Provincial Executive set election readiness; 
financial stability; training and development as 
key priorities leading up to the October 2007 
elections.  The NDP MPPÕs are now fighting for 
better public transit, shorter wait times, and a fair 
minimum wage.   -Aline Blais, Provincial Council 
Delegate

Panels and Workshops
The convention included four panels, on health 
care, education, green energy, and sustainable 
communities.  

Health Care :
The overwhelming opinion was that health care 
has to improve in all areas.  It is not good enough 
to just improve what we have; we need to extend 
our system to long term care, home care and 
pharmaceutical care.  If there is the political will, 
we can have the best health care system in the 
world.  We should be looking to other countries 
with excellent public  health care programmes as 
models to enhance our own system. -Marilyn 
Carter, Membership Secretary

The panel made many important points.  For 
example:  Some of our nurses are working without 
contracts, some without even adequate 
equipment.  There is serious under-staffing in 
nursing homes and no standards in homecare.   
Privatization: some patients, who get called 
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ÒlogsÓ or Òbed blockers,Ó are being moved to 
private long-term care facilities.   And the 
increasing use of ÒP3Ós mean loss of control over 
health care policy and funding. For eg. in 
Brampton, $3-5 M of public money has been 
diverted to the private sector, and 14 other P3Õs 
are planned.
 On a brighter note, a panelist from 
Winnipeg spoke on ManitobaÕs achievements.  
Home care and other health workers fought 
successfully against privatization in Winnipeg.  
They are now working on coverage for palliative-
care drugs for patients at home. 

We need to focus on medicareÕs successes.  
Some people think that public or private care 
doesnÕt matter as long as OHIP pays for it.  It 
does matter.  With privatization cost goes up; 
therefore, quality goes down.  -Aline Blais

Education:
This panel presented a comprehensive look at 
fresh ideas for public education.  The situation in 
some of our public schools is appalling:  dirty 
classrooms and students without textbooks. 
-Marilyn Carter

Green energy:
The Liberals' love of nuclear energy was widely 
criticized.  We have no idea how to decomission 
the aging nuclear plants and no idea how to safely 
dispose of radioactive waste; and building a new 
nuclear facility costs millions of dollars.  Future 
generations will never forgive us for nuclear 
waste.  The NDP supports a mix of green energy 
sources derived from a variety of possibilities. 
-Marilyn Carter

Key points from the Green Energy panel:
- We must educate voters on these issues.
- Every dollar spent on nuclear power robs green 
energy.
- The idea that green energy will Òcost jobs and 
cripple the economyÓ is much over-played.  ItÕs 
only a matter of job transition, and our youth are 

already moving to green jobs.
- Greed for oil is creating environmental refugees.
-Aline Blais

Sustainable Communities:
We heard about all the plant closures in Ontario 
and the destruction of the communities affected 
by these closures.  There has been no support 
from the present Liberal government to help these 
suffering communities.  Our industrial base, 
which has been the mainstay of the Ontario 
economy, is disappearing.  It's almost impossible 
now to find a product made in  Ontario. -Marilyn 
Carter

The panel emphasized the farming and First 
Nations communities.  Some key points about 
farming:
- Say NO to super farms.  Farm families are 
losing income to profiteers.
- 72% of farmersÕ income now comes from 
second jobs.  Some farmers need food banks.  The 
family farm is fast disappearing as farmers age 
and youth move to the city.
- Super-farms threaten sovereignty, safety and 
environmental stewardship.
Chief Mike Carpenter spoke on First Nations 
issues.  There is no hope for youth in their 
communities because of sub-standard conditions.  
But in the cities, youth face sub-standard 
conditions as well, eg. slum landlords, predatory 
lenders such as Money-Marts.  Solutions: Include 
First Nations in our concils and delegations.  We 
should be licensing landlords to provide clean and 
safe buildings. -Aline Blais

Resolutions:
Many Canadians believe the NDP cannot be 
trusted to control spending - "tax and spend" - 
and therefore they don't vote NDP.  Jack Layton 
mentions this in his new book, "Speaking Out 
Louder".   Unfortunately, the NDP is going into 
the  election campaign with the "tax and spend 
label" hanging around our neck like an albatross.  
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One resolution at the ONDP convention 
proposed to address this misperception, showing 
that the NDP could implement many of their 
plans without raising taxes by transferring debt to 
the Bank of Canada and applying the savings in 
reduced interest costs to their programs. 
However, the resolution had been placed too far 
down on the priority list to get discussed.  Its 
position on the list was appealed, but the appeal 
did not succeed.

The prioritizing procedure for resolutions is, I 
believe, undemocratic.  We need to prioritize the 
resolutions because there are too many to deal 
with all of them (230), but the order is based on 
the opinion of a small committee rather than of 
the majority.  The criteria used by the committee 
specifically state that the number of ridings 
endorsing a resolution do not affect its priority.  
To correct this problem, ridings should be 
encouraged to prepare proposals and resolutions 
long before a convention is called, to discuss their 
ideas with each other (e.g., via the internet) to 
find out how many would support a particular 
resolution or position, and that the number of 
ridings should be an important factor affecting 
priority.  

None of the resolutions from Kingston got on the 
floor for discussion.  The very low priority (#55)  
of  "Prioritizing the End of the National Child 
Benefit Clawback" surprised many in view of the 
NDP's stated support for "ordinary Canadians".  
At the end of the business part of the convention 

- just before Jack Layton spoke - a woman rose 
to speak, describing herself as a welfare recipient 
who had sacrificed a great deal to come to the 
convention, and asked for support to stop the 
NCB Clawback.  The president, Sandra Willard, 
said she was out of order, that manyother 
resolutions had not been discussed and so on.  
Suddenly, members began shouting, "Let her 
speak; let her speak." and Sandra backed down. 
She spoke very plainly and from the heart, and I 
believe that the provincial executive will be 
influenced by what she said.  
-Richard Priestman, Federal Financial Agent

Recommended Reading & Viewing
These are some works that our members have 
recently enjoyed & recommend.  If you have a 
book or movie to recommend to fellow members, 
please drop a line to newsletter@ndpkingston.org 
or call Natalka at 634-8924. 

Speaking Out - Ideas That Work for Canadians, 
by Jack Layton
Jack demonstrates how we can build a vibrant 
economy while protecting the environment and 
create a just society that protects the rights of all 
Canadians.  This book is enlightening, positive, 
full of hope and a pleasure to read. -M. Carter

Speeches of Tommy Douglas (DVD) 
Spectacular view, very well organized.  Tommy 
Douglas has been a visionary in our illustrious 
history.  Definitely a must see.  -Jamie Masse

ANNOUNCEMENTS
If any member would be interested in being part 
of the NDP Telephone Tree, please call Dolores 
Priestman at 613-634-0237.

The Kingston NDP Library  -  WeÕre compiling 
a list of NDP members who have books, tapes 
and DVD's that they'd be willing to share with 
others - something like a lending library.  Anyone 

who would like to do this, contact Natalka 
Roshak ( newsletter@ndpkingston.org  or 634-
8924 describing what they can lend.  Those 
wishing to borrow would be responsible for 
contacting the lender & arranging for pick up and 
return.
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