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CANDIDATE STATEMENT - ReneeStephen

Hello fellow NDPers!

| ampleasedo announcemy potentialcandidacyfor
KingstonandthelslandsNDP. | would like to
represenKingston'sNDP in the nextfederal
election,andl'd like your supportatthe NDP's
upcoming nomination meeting on April 12.

I'm puttingmy nameforwardtodaybecauseasa
life-long NDPer, | don't like what I'm seeing in
Federal politics right now. Something has to chan
Progressive and environmental causes need a vd
andwe needsomebodywho canstepup andmake
government accountable for the economic and sg
progresf our country.

For many years, | have been working to popularize environmental, labour, and women's issues. | have
been deeply involved in the local community press, and | have written about the Provincial Liberal
government's shoddy record on labour relations, along with federal issues such as water preservation,
online and digital rights, the arts, and the environment. I've spent the last three years working at Queel
University, helpingstudentsandthe public learnaboutindustrialenvironmentasustainability As a

result,| knowwhatit takesto engagegpeople’'shinking, andcanspeakto theseissuegpersuasivelyand

in depth.

For most of my working career, | have been a staunch union member, and | am currently a proud mem
of CUPE254.0ur countryhasalot to be proudof, butthereis still muchmoreto bedone.Canadahas

the ability and resources to create jobs for workers that are sustainable, both economically and
environmentally, and my experience as a union member has taught me that, when we act together, we
havegreatstrengthWe mustharnesshatstrength.

Right now, PrimeMinister StepherHarperis trying to minimizethe NDP'simportanceo Canadians.
Don'tbelievehim. StepherHarperis scaredof whatthe NDP standdor; he hascalledusa partyfor

"fringe" voters. Does he mean hard-working men and women, students, and seniors? Does he mean tr
of us who want a strong health-care and education system, and who believe in a just society? Becaus
those people are NDPers. We are only the "fringe" among Parliament Hill insiders, but it is time to clain
our rightful place as leaders in Canada's government.

| wantto helpusto win thisimportantfight. On April 12th,| askyou to give methe chanceto
represenkKingstonandthelslandsNDP asyour candidatdor FederaMemberof ParliamentThank
you.

-Renee Stephen
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CANDIDATE STATEMENT - StephenWeaver

Who Are We Canadians?

Canadiansare hard-working,intelligent people.We are
deeplycaringpeople.But arewe gettingthe resultswe want
for ourselvespur families, neighboursthe suffering,andthe
world at large?Too often, the answeris ONoO.

For twenty years,the Liberal/Conservativanantrahasbeen
tradeand prosperity.But are thesethe exclusiveheartof
our nationalexistenceAre we right to sidetrackthe many
otherissuescentralto our charactermsa culturedpeople?

The 60,000to 100,000protestersat QuebecCity 2001
wereright. The so-calledfree tradeinitiative of the
Americaswasgoing nowhere Most of SouthAmericaOs
populationnow hasgovernmentsvanting nothingto do
with the social fragmentationand violencethat stemfrom
unrestrainedradepolicies. Thoseallow freedomto
corporatecapital, but very little influenceor democratic

freedomto otherinterestsor social movements. OFreecapitalOpolicies leavethe poor, the environment,
health,education housing,cities andworkersin secondplace,or out of the gamealtogether.

A small minority hasgreatly multiplied its wealth, while the vastmajority of us hasdonelittle morethan
anxiouslyhold on, or, fallen painfully throughthe cracksof political disregard IsnOthis proof enoughthat
the decades-lon@freeradeQnantrahasfailed to strengtherthe Canadawe so dearly call home?We needto
activateour communalresourceswith a respectfor one anotherthat showsnew consensusknowing that
excessiveolicy leadershipoy atiny businesslite is nevergoingto give usthe countrywe want. And yet,
our mostseniorfederalcabinetministersgatherseveraltimes eachyearfor private meetingswith 30
business-appointepresentativesf the most powerful CanadianMexican and Americansuper-
corporationsThis is the driving force behinda take-it-or-leave-itdeal, which seemsboundfor presentation
to Canadiansasthe (post-NAFTA) Securityand ProsperityPartnershipAgreementlt will be championedas
anotherOdoor dieOalternative despitebeing formulatedwith no systematigublic input apartfrom the
interestsof super-capitalNew nationalpolicies on securityand surveillance safetystandardsenergy,water,
military integration,socialservicesandimmigration could be legislatedall at once.

Our man-damageénvironments literally killing us, while Liberalstalk a big talk (but whenin government,
let it geta lot worse).Conservativegsontinueto say OLeavat to businessQuntil the planetburnsdown. On
other matters,family doctors,secureretirementspost-secondargducationcosts,decentaffordablehousing,
andfair-payingjobs are beyondthe reachof more and more CanadiansYet successivdederalgovernments
continueasif on automaticpilot, assuminghatall will be well if we justlet privateinterestsdo their thing.
Canadianglo not believethat. We want somethingbetter.We want more participationandinfluencefor
many.

Our weakenedmoral charactetarely kept us out of the unscrupulousind horrific invasionand occupationof
Iraqg. After five anda half yearsof post-TalibanAfghanistanwe arestill fighting a war asif we will continue
it until not a single Talibanwalks the face of his own country.ls therenot a simpler,lesscruel,andmore
diplomaticway to preventanother9/11, insteadof the tragediesassociatedvith permanentvarfare?

-StephenWeaver
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PROVINCIAL NOMINATION MEETING and tons of energy. The convention challenged
We will be meeting to nominate a candidate for NDP memberdo work hardto win votesin the
the provincial elections on June 7th at the Wilsospming election. Howard Hampton, Leader,
Room of the downtown Public Library branch. Sandra Willard, President, Jack Layton, Federal
Again, registration at 6:30 pm, and the meeting Leader,andotherspeakersparkedenthusiasm

begins at 7:00. and confidence for an NDP victory in October -
all in all a very good kick-off to the election
JOIN THE EXECUTIVE! campaign.

If youOd like to get more active in the riding and .

meet some great fellow activists, please come t&iere are our membersO reports from the
the Annual GeneraMeetingin May andstand convention.

for election to the executive. Our riding is a

combined federal-provincial riding, so one Executive report

executivefor both. Herearethe positionsonthe ~ The Provincial Executive set election readiness;
K&I NDP executive: financial stability; training and development as
-President -Publicity key prioritiesleadingupto~theOctober2007
-Vice-president -Women®s Issues elections. TheNDP MPPOasarenow fighting for
-Secretary Coordinator betterpublic transit,shorterwait times,anda fair
-Financial Agent -Social Convenor minimum wage. -Aline Blais, Provincial Council
(Federal) -Labour Liason Delegate

-Chief Financial Office -Election Readiness

(Provincial) -Education Panelsand Workshops

-Newsletter -Provincial Council The convention included four panels, on health
-Membership delegates (3) care, edqgation, green energy, and sustainable
-Fund Raising -Member-at-large (2) ~ communities.

-Youth Representative -FederalTrusteeq?2)
Health Care :

We are especially seeking volunteers forthe  The overwhelming opinion was that health care
following positions: Social Convener (responsiblgas to improve in all areas. It is not good enough
for supplying coffee, juice and snacks to riding  to justimprovewhatwe have;we needto extend
meetings); Fundraising Chair; Women?s our system to long term care, home care and
Representative; and a Federal Financial Agent pharmaceutical care. If there is the political will,
(Treasurer).Anyoneinterestedn thepositionof e canhavethe besthealthcaresystemin the

Social Conventer, please call Dolores Priestmangjrid. We should be looking to other countries
634-0237; Federal Financial Agent, please call jth excellent public health care programmes as

Richard Priestman at 634-0237; all other models to enhance our own SySteMar”yn
positions pleasecall Gary Wilson at 544-0625.  Carter, Membership Secretary

ONDP CONVENTION REPORTS The panelmademanyimportantpoints. For
TheOntarioNDP heldits 2007conventionthe  example: Some of our nurses are working without
weekendof January26-28. 850 NDP supporters contractssomewithoutevenadequate

attended, including several from our own riding. equipment. There is serious under-staffing in
The slogan was Fresh Ideas, New Energy, Get nursing homes and no standards in homecare.
Orange. And indeed there were many fresh ide@givatization: some patients, who get called
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OlogsO or Obed blockers,O are being moved toalready moving to green jobs.

privatelong-term care facilities. And the - Greed for oil is creating environmental refugees.
increasing use of OP30s mean loss of control osdine Blais

health care policy and funding. For eg. in

Brampton,$3-5M of public moneyhasbeen Sustainable Communities:

divertedto the privatesector,and14 otherP30s We heard about all the plant closures in Ontario

are planned. and the destruction of the communities affected
On a brighter note, a panelist from by theseclosures. Therehasbeenno support

Winnipeg spoke on ManitobaOs achievements.from the present Liberal government to help these
Home care and other health workers fought  suffering communities. Our industrial base,
successfully against privatization in Winnipeg. which hasbeenthe mainstayof the Ontario
They are now working on coverage for palliativeeconomyjs disappearinglt's almostimpossible
care drugs for patients at home. now to find a product made in OntariMarilyn

We need to focus on medicareOs succesSaster
Somepeoplethink thatpublic or privatecare

doesnQnatteraslong asOHIP paysfor it. It The panel emphasized the farming and First
doesmatter. With privatizationcostgoesup; Nationscommunities. Somekey pointsabout
therefore, quality goes downAline Blais farming:

- Say NO to super farms. Farm families are
Education: losing income to profiteers.
This panelpresenteé& comprehensivéook at - 72% of farmersO income now comes from

fresh ideas for public education. The situation isecond jobs. Some farmers need food banks. The
some of our public schools is appalling: dirty family farm is fast disappearing as farmers age

classroom&ndstudentsvithout textbooks. andyouth moveto thecity.

-Marilyn Carter - Super-farmghreatersovereigntysafetyand
environmentaktewardship.

Green energy: Chief Mike Carpenterspokeon First Nations

The Liberals' love of nuclear energy was widely issues. Thereis no hopefor youthin their

criticized. We have no idea how to decomissioncommunities because of sub-standard conditions.
the aging nuclear plants and no idea how to saf@wt in the cities, youthfacesub-standard

dispose of radioactive waste; and building a neveonditions as well, eg. slum landlords, predatory
nuclear facility costs millions of dollars. Future lenderssuchasMoney-Marts. Solutions:Include
generations will never forgive us for nuclear First Nations in our concils and delegations. We
waste. The NDP supportsa mix of greenenergy should be licensing landlords to provide clean and
sources derived from a variety of possibilities. safe buildings.Aline Blais

-Marilyn Carter

Resolutions:
Key pointsfrom the GreenEnergypanel: Many Canadian$elievethe NDP cannotbe
- We musteducatevoterson theseissues. trustedto controlspending "tax andspend-
- Every dollar spent on nuclear power robs greeandthereforetheydon'tvote NDP. JackLayton
energy. mentions this in his new book, "Speaking Out

- The idea that green energy will Ocost jobs and_ouder". Unfortunatelythe NDP is goinginto
cripplethe economy@ muchover-played.ltOs the election campaign with the "tax and spend
only amatterof job transition,andouryouthare label" hanging around our neck like an albatross.
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Oneresolutionatthe ONDP convention - justbeforeJackLaytonspoke- awomanrose
proposedo addresghis misperceptionshowing to speak, describing herself as a welfare recipient
thatthe NDP couldimplementmanyof their who had sacrificed a great deal to come to the
planswithout raisingtaxesby transferringdebtto convention,andaskedfor supportto stopthe

the Bank of Canada and applying the savings ilNCB Clawback. The president, Sandra Willard,

reducednterestcoststo their programs. saidshewasout of order,thatmanyother

However, the resolution had been placed too faresolutions had not been discussed and so on.

downon the priority list to getdiscussed.lts Suddenly, members began shouting, "Let her

positionon thelist wasappealedbuttheappeal speak; let her speak."” and Sandra backed down.

did not succeed. Shespokevery plainly andfrom the heart,andl
believe that the provincial executive will be

The prioritizing procedurdor resolutionss, | influenced by what she said.

believe, undemocratic. We need to prioritize theRichard Priestman, Federal Financial Agent
resolutions because there are too many to deal

with all of them(230),buttheorderis basedn RecommendedReading& Viewing

the opinion of a small committee rather than of These are some works that our members have
themajority. Thecriteriausedby thecommittee recently enjoyed & recommend. If you have a

specificallystatethatthe numberof ridings book or movie to recommend to fellow members,
endorsingaresolutiondo notaffectits priority. pleasadropaline to newsletter@ndpkingston.org
To correct this problem, ridings should be or call Natalka at 634-8924.

encouragedio preparegproposalsandresolutions

long before a convention is called, to discuss th&peaking Out - Ideas That Work for Canadjans
ideas with each other (e.g., via the internet) to  py JackLayton

find outhow manywould supporta particular ~ jack demonstrates how we can build a vibrant

resolutionor position,andthatthenumberof — economy while protecting the environment and
ridings should be an important factor affecting - createa just societythatprotectstherights of all
priority. Canadians. This book is enlightening, positive,

full of hope and a pleasure to read. Carter
Noneof theresolutiondrom Kingstongot onthe

floor for discussion.Thevery low priority (#55) Speeches of Tommy Douglé3VD)
of "Prioritizing the End of the National Child  gpectacular view, very well organized. Tommy
Benefit Clawback” surprised many in view of thgyouglas has been a visionary in our illustrious

NDP'sstatedsupportfor “ordinary Canadians™.  pjstory. Definitely a mustsee. -JamieMasse
At theendof the businespartof the convention

ANNOUNCEMENTS

If any member would be interested in being partwho would like to do this, contactNatalka

of theNDP Telephon€Tree,pleasecall Dolores  Roshak( newsletter@ndpkingston.orgr 634-

Priestmarat 613-634-0237. 8924 describing what they can lend. Those
wishing to borrow would be responsible for

The Kingston NDP Library - WeOre compiling contacting the lender & arranging for pick up and

alist of NDP memberavho havebooks,tapes return.

andDVD's thatthey'dbewilling to sharewith

others - something like a lending library. Anyone
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